Bracknell Town & District Sunday Football League &

Berks & Bucks County Cup / League Cup Match Reports – 27/01/08

Premier Division:

William Twigg Albion put a much needed 3 points on the board this week with a 4-1 victory over Wokingham United. In a good spirited match, it was the Twigg whom took the points after Richard Ashbolt (2), Jamie Docherty and Lee Gandolfi netted the goals, with Pat Selby striking United’s solo goal. Bracknell Manics struggled with numbers this week and almost paid the price for playing a side with un-tried players. As it took time for the team to gel their opponents Bracknell Royals were testing them from the off. It was down to the clubs high scorer Kalin Krumov to calm the nerves as he quickly shot the home side into a 2 goal lead. Royals were not out of the game though and soon made their way through the defence and won themselves a penalty which was duly converted to reduce the difference. Manics then had to weather a storm as a Royals onslaught ensued, having to provide goal line clearances on no less than 2 occasions to maintain the lead. It was on a break that led to Krumov’s hat trick, which sunk the visitors and took a final score of 3-1 at the final whistle. FC Wokingham had much of the play but could not find the net against opponents Athletico Priestwood. Priestwood did however score via Callum Whitty, as they added a further 3 points to a title chasing tally with a 1-0 win.

Division 1:

Barn Rangers were shaky in the first fifteen minutes and took a while to get into the game against opponents Sunninghill Athletic but eventually they started to find momentum and bossed the game. First goal coming after 20 minutes, an exquisite through ball from Graeme Hussy found Rob Hitch who then played an excellent ball to the far post for Paul butler whom ran 60 yards from left back to bundle the ball home. On the half hour mark Barn struck again with an absolute blockbuster of a goal from Craig Graves, 30 yards out let rip into the top left hand corner leaving the keeper no chance. Second half, Barn kept up the pressure with high work rate and this was rewarded with the 3rd goal from Rob Wilks who was very composed to volley from just inside the area to make it 3-0. As the game went on, Sunninghill tried to get back into the game, but the Barn defence stood strong and withstood the pressure. 15 minutes from time Barn attacked down the left side and an inch perfect cross found Graeme Hussy who leapt to put the ball beyond the keeper and made it 4 –0 before the final whistle. FC Priestwood and Keltar Old Boys played out a stalemate in a 3-3 match to earn a point each. Gareth Brant (2) and Nick Bagshaw netted for Priestwood, whilst Jenson Tannerfield, Rich Claxon and Darren White replied for Keltar. In a scrappy game, Crowthorne Sunday came out on top as they felled opponents Finchampstead Athletic Sun Res 2-1 with Dale Clark and Kevin Lee on target for the home side. Wroxton couldn’t find their feet in the 1st half against opponents Winkfield, and the visitors didn’t hesitate to notch a couple of goals through Lee Nevard and Oliver Knowles as they took a 2-0 lead to the interval. With a stern talking to, Wroxton got their act together and fired back with a superb 30 yard free kick from Stuart Prendergast to reduce the deficit and spur on the team. Winkfield weathered the rest of the storm and Lee Nevard scored again to restore the 2 goal lead to the final whistle. Final score 3-1 to Winkfield.

Division 2:

3M FC kept their wits about them and stunned Royal Oak Wanderers with some cool finishing to take the game 3-1. Joe Atkinson (2) and Steve Suggit netted for 3M, whilst frustrated Oak’s solitary goal came from a free kick regards to Lee Redman. Bracknell Manics Res admitted that opponents Finchampstead Athletic Sun A had outplayed them and deserved the 3 points in this 5-2 win. David Comper and Brian Judge got the goals for Manics. Prince FC outfought 10 man Queens Head and were rewarded with a 4-1 win. Dwain Dillet, Mick Bale, Jay Barkes and Bernie McDonagh all on target for Prince as Alan Knight scored for Queens Head. Winkfield Sports scored a goal a half to win their match against Ashridge Park 2-0. With both sides rusty from the long bad weather lay off, they both found it hard to gain any momentum to stamp any authority on the match. Adam Sharp and David Jones struck for the home side for all 3 points.

Division 3:

FC Muchachos de Bracknell felt the full force of Dukes Head, even though several key decisions had sent the game in the wrong direction. Gary Porter and Mark Sugars put Dukes 2-0 up, only for Stuart Collar to reduce the difference for the home side. At this point FC Muchachos upped the ante and had no less than 2 goals ruled out and a blatant penalty shout denied. After these decisions some heads started to drop, which is when Mark Sugars pounced to fire home a further 3 goals to set a final score of 5-1 to Dukes Head. FC Goss & Son ruled their match from start to finish and saw off the advances of Finchampstead Athletic Sun B to win the encounter 4-1. Dan Leyton Smith scored the solitary goal for Finch, whilst Dan Lancaster (2), Stuart Jendon and Steve Mather netted for the visitors for a much needed 3 points. Although Syngenta stood firm for 45 minutes, GMAC soon found the net in the second period to sink the visitors. Steve Champion (2), Craig Newell and a Syngenta own goal rounded off the goal tally for GMAC in this 4-0 win. New Royal Saints are suffering through injury and spent 90 minutes on the defensive against opponents Leaders.Co.Uk. Richard Mattingham (2), Liam Day (2), Richard Laker and Nathan McNicholl all scored in this one sided 6-0 victory for Leaders. 

Division 4:

In a very one sided match, 10 man FC Fernhill bossed their game against Axfield from start to finish. Jamie Ludbrook, Sam Whiting and Rob Musson netted for Fernhill, although the score line could have been much greater if not for the missing man. FC Diligent saw off the advances of Plough Rangers to earn themselves 3 points with a 3-0 score to boot. Richard Branson converted 2 spot kicks with Jason Pitchford bagging the other for the home team. Victoria Arms and Bracknell Manics A cancelled each other out during their match as they ended with a 2-2 score. A point a piece was the fairest result as the game was two and fro from beginning to end. Brian Egree and Rob Connet netted for Victoria whilst Gareth Evans got both for the Manics. Winfield Res came out strong after a few weeks off against opponents Bracknell Badgers, and never let up during the match. Winkfield scored 7 times with no reply to add a further 3 points to the season total in the fight for the trophy. Marcus Stratford, Steve Munday, Ben Shaw and Dean Coupland were among the scorers for Winkfield.

Berks & Bucks County Cup – Intermediate Cup 4th Round:

With only 2 Bracknell teams left in the cup, it was inevitable that they would end up facing each other to battle for a place in the 5th round. The 2 teams in question are Green Man and Bagshot Road, whom have a history of meeting each other in cup competitions, with Bagshot Road coming out on top for the majority. It was not the case this week as Green Man upped their game and came at Bagshot with all guns blazing in a game which was never far from controversy. Green Man took the lead after some hefty battling on the pitch from both sides, as James Rodgers converted a penalty. The game at this point could have gone either way until tempers flared and no less than 3 players were sent form the park, 2 for Bagshot and 1 for Green Man. Eventually the extra man played his part and outdone the Bagshot defence in the final 20 minutes as Adam Paris and Nick Matthews both netted to seal a 3-0 win. Green Man now travel to Watford to play a 5th round match next week.

Berks & Bucks County Cup – Junior Cup 3rd Round:

Emmbrook Inn still challenge for the treble this season as they forced Woodley Hammers (Reading) out with a comprehensive 4-1 victory. Zac Dimitrovski opened the scoring as he fired Emmbrook in front, only for Luke Lee to double the score before half time. The second half was down to Ian Murray as he netted a brace to seal the victory. His first came from a corner as he was unchallenged in the box, whilst his second was a precision sidefoot into the right hand side of the net. Finding the score too much to deal with, Woodley couldn’t conjure a miracle and left the game downhearted.
Berks & Bucks County Cup – Junior Trophy 3rd Round:

After weeks of waiting, Woodley Hammers actually got to play their 3rd round match against Purley Social of the Reading league. It was worth the wait as Hammers progress into the next round after shutting out Purley for the majority of the game. Sam Cialis put the home side ahead and Neal Robinson extended the lead before the half ended. Out into the 2nd half and Purley pull a goal back, but Matthew Kell restored the 2 goal advantage shortly after. Purley did attempt to pile the pressure onto the home side but to no avail. They did close the gap to 3-2, however, they could not find that needed equaliser before the final whistle thanks to some resolute defending.

Berks & Bucks County Cup – Junior Trophy 4th Round:

Cable & Wireless earned themselves a place in the fifth round with a hard fought victory against Reading side Loxwood Park Rangers. The game was a story of two well organised defences, with neither set of strikers finding much space in the final third of the pitch. It was fitting then, that it took an excellent move down the right flank that earned Cable the lead. Steven Herd picked up the ball at right back and played a precise through ball that was run onto by Simon Gregory. Gregory's cross was as perfect as the through ball that supplied him, and with the Loxwood keeper only able to flap at the delivery, Andrew Dodson latched onto the loose ball whilst turning excellently and slotted home from 6 yards - no less than the move deserved. Both teams continued to defend resolutely, until Cable found themselves short at the back after a good Loxwood break. Mark Doherty was forced to fell a Loxwood winger inside the box, and the referee had no hesitation in pointing to the spot. The home team converted, but the referee awarded a retake after encroachment by a Rangers player. Steve Close pulled off an excellent save from the retake, pushing the ball wide to avert the threat of the rebound being netted. Minutes from the half time whistle Loxwood had the ball in the Cable net again after some scrappy play in the penalty area, only for it to be ruled out for off-side. Cable went into the break one nil up and continued to battle in the second half. The away side rode their luck in the second half, with Rangers hitting the frame of the goal on three separate occassions. Loxwood piled immense pressure on the Cable back line in the closing ten minutes, putting four players up front. However the Bracknell side held firm to close the match out and advance into the fifth round with a 1-0 victory. Red Star hosted Sandhurst Social in this all Bracknell fixture. Sandhurst opened the scoring early in the first half when a Graham Taylor corner found Kevin Hunt who headed toward goal and was put in the net via a deflection. With the score at 1-0 at half time Sandhurst set out quick and within minutes of the restart Pete Wood crossed to Adam Gillett who put the ball right in the top corner from 18 yards. Paul Roderick pulled off a great reaction save to keep it 2-0. But Red Star scored late on through Peter Sgorovski after Sandhurst could not clear their lines. Final score 2-1 to Sandhurst.

Bracknell Sunday League Senior Cup 2nd Round:

In a shock upset, 1st division Wokingham Wanderers felled the Premier division side Finchampstead Athletic Sun with a 3-2 score line. With the play going back and forth the teams cancelled each other out as the score at 85 mins was 2-2 with Lee Thompson and Ian Rose netting Finch’s goals. Wokingham were awarded a penalty in the final 5 minutes  to which they successfully converted to progress to round 3 without the need for extra time. 

