Bracknell Town & District Sunday Football League & Berks & Bucks County Cup Match Reports – 14/10/07

Premier Division:

Athletico Priestwood and Bagshot Road played each other for the first time today, and the teams were fairly evenly matched in most areas of the park. It was Athletico whom took the upper hand close to half time when Shane Levey struck from distance at the Bagshot goal to see the ball go underneath the outstretched keeper and into the back of the net for the lead. Early into the second half and play started to open up a little, allowing Bagshot striker Brian Murphy to pull back an equaliser and level up the play. Soon after, a neat pass played through to Gary Campbell proved critical as he struck the back of the net to put Bagshot into a 2-1 lead. Hard work and determination saw Athletico claw back this deficit as Callum Whitty crossed for Carl Withers to finish and tie the game up for a second time. Pressing a little deeper, it was Bagshot whom rode their luck as Neil Gandolfi finished from distance to restore Bagshots lead, and minutes later Gary Campbell added his second of the match to put the score at 4-2 to Bagshot, which is how it finished. A goal fest occurred today between Bracknell Royals and Bracknell Manics as no less than 15 goals were scored during the match. With both teams having good spells and nice passages of football, it was Manics whom took more of their chances to punish Royals defence. Scoring for Manics were Harry Clowse (3), Gavin Baker (2), Lee Blackman (2) and David Fenton as they ran out eventual winners 9-6. Paying homage after the whistle to opponents FC Wokingham doesn’t seem enough as William Twigg Albion cruised to a comfortable 6-1 victory today. Getting on the score sheet for Twigg were Jamie Docherty (2), Luke Carswell (2) and Richard Ashbolt (2), whilst Kev Beaumont slotted home a consolation penalty kick for FC Wokingham. Unbeaten Green Man Sunday are proving to be challengers for the title this season already as they brushed aside their latest victims Finchampstead Athletic Sunday with a scoreline of 6-1. Having struggled to field a side, Finch seemed to match the Green Man fairly evenly in the first half as a score of only 2-1 was taken to the interval after Scott Williams scored twice for Green Man and Anthony Parsons netting for Finch. With injuries prevailing, substitutions had to be made, and it was sub James McClurg whom made the biggest difference as he came from the bench to bag 2 goals to assist with the victory. Also in the second half, Scott Williams finished another chance as he claimed his hat trick and Dave Matthews completed the tally for the stronger team whom yet again bag 3 vital points early in the season. In what looked to be a certain draw, Wokingham United and Hope & Anchor matched each other for the majority of the game, that was until Danny Harris scored a second half header to nick the victory for Hope & Anchor with a score of 1-0. 

Division 3:

Finchampstead Sunday Athletic B are reaping the benefits of some good play early this season as they came from behind to beat todays opponents GMAC RFC 3-2. Mark Smith (worm) put Finch into the lead via the penalty spot, only to see the lead disseapear as Steve Champion and Jason Parsons swung the scoreline in favour of the visitors. James Hemmings levelled the score at 2-2 and then deep into the game, Richard Thorpe bagged the winner for Finch. Leaders.Co.Uk reportedly struggled in the first half as FC Goss & Son held them to 1-1 at the break thanks to debutant Dave Thresher of FC Goss cancelling out the early strike of Mick Fenton for Leaders. Things certainly did change in the second though as sloppy defending seemed to be on the agenda for FC Goss as they leaked 6 more goals without reply to lose the tie 7-1. Scott Savery, Richard Mattingham, a brace from Nathan McNicholl and 2 own goals saw the scoreline raise dramatically in the second half. Squirells certainly came out of the blocks all cylinders firing today as they demolished opponents Syngenta 12-3. Admittedly so, Syngenta were outplayed in all areas of the park as goals kept raining in on them. Pete Attenborough, James Booth and a well placed 30yard strike from Anthony Harris wasn’t enough of a consolation for Syngenta as Shaun Watson (4), Lee Sadler (3), Richard Docherty (2), Dean Werret, Robert Prince and a Syngenta own goal completed the tally for Squirells. FC Muchachos are finding themselves holding their heads at some decisions they have been faced with over the past few weeks, and this week was no different in their match against Woodley Hammers Res. Having run the ball forward from midfield, Daniel Russell of Muchachos was upended in the box after a late challenge and was awarded a penalty of which he duly converted to put Muchachos into the lead. Only moments later at the other end of the park, a suspected handball was to blame as Woodley themselves were awarded a penalty to level the score through Adam Richardson. Mid way through the first half, Muchachos were awarded a free kick 30 yards out which was struck towards goal, the Woodley keeper parried the ball into the path of onrushing striker Dean Wentworth whom slotted the ball into the net, only for the linesman to raise his flag, and the goal to be disallowed for an offside decision. With Muchachos heads dropping, Woodley played the ball up the park and were rewarded when Adam Richardson scored his second of the match to take a 2-1 lead into the break. If efforts counted for much then Muchachos would have cruised this game as no less than 11 shots were fired goal bound in the final 15 minutes of the match, seeing one hit the cross bar and another superbly saved by the Woodley keeper. It was Woodley whom broke though and they managed to score again as Mark Howell made sure of the 3 points as he opened up the defence to seal a 3-1 victory for Woodley. Back to the drawing board for Muchachos.

Division 4:

Axfield are coming into a bit of form as they brushed past todays opponents Victoria Arms 7-1. After a close fought first half, it was Axfield who upped the ante and finished their chances with Justin Hall (2), Sean Droney (pen), Richard Bevans, Daniel Eggert, Daniel McCander and Fuma Banda all getting on the score sheet. Kwarme Appiah did manage a consolation for Victoria Arms, but they could not match the stronger team. With the score swinging back and forth, it was FC Fernhill who eventually prevailed as victors against opponents FC Diligent. Having taken the lead through Sam Whiting, Fernhill soon found themselves 2-1 down and fighting a hard battle. Whiting stepped up again to draw the teams level at 2-2 which is where it looked at staying, until Matt Lindstrom headed home an important winner for Fernhill to take a 3-2 victory and more importantly 3 points to the league table. FC Hanworth scored a goal per half to snuff out visitors Winkfield Res 2-0 today. Chris Willis and Steve Lane both finding the net for Hanworth. Red Star admittedly found the game to be one sided today in favour of opponents Bracknell Manics A as they lost this match 6-2. Dominating from the start, Jack Clark (3), Nicky McCullen (2) and Nathan Plumridge eased Manics to victory, whilst Daniel Seiche and Ben Gregor caught Manics napping during the second half for their goals.

Berks & Bucks County – Junior Cup 1st Round 

AFC Dukes matched up to opponents AFC Sunninghill for 80 minutes today with only a 2-1 deficit after Rich Fern pulled a goal back in the second half after going into the break 2-0 down. It was the last 10 minutes though that was their downfall as they conceded a further 3 goals as the game fell away with heads dropping. Final score 5-1 to Sunninghill. 3M are also out of the cup as they were narrowly beaten 2-1 by hosts AFC Southfield. Queens Head would like to forget this weekend as they found themselves in over their heads, eventually going down 15-0 to opponents Associated Asphalt. Ashridge Park progressed to the second round of the county cup with a narrow victory against FC Priestwood. Ashridge raced into a two goal lead with both  strikes coming from Jon Austin following some impressive build up play. FC Priestwood pulled one back before the break with a penalty converted by Steven Bell and deservedly equalised with a well taken header from Gareth Brant after starting the second half as the stronger team. With the game evenly balanced Ashridge seized the initiative and went on to score the decisive third goal with Scott Smith firing home from 20 yards giving a final score of 3-2. Bracknell Manics Res found themselves quickly under fire from visitors Southcote Video Res as for the first 20 minutes they could hardly get out of their half. During this time Southcote took the lead. After settling into the match Manics slowly gained a stronghold and battled back at the opponents to overturn the goal and take a 2-1 lead into the half. With Southcote running out of steam, Manics pressed forward and scored a further 3 goals to 1 in reply to win the fixture 5-2 and enter the draw for the second round. Kalin Krumov, Glen Evans, Chris Wilson and David Comper assisted Manics to this victory. Emmbrook Inn gave a solid team performance to see them beat off visitors Imaan 8-2. Having taken a 3-0 lead, Emmbrook took their foot from the pedal and allowed Imaan to pull 2 goals back and stun the home team into action. Emmbrook didn’t let this get to them as they pulled away again and went in at the half 5-2 up. 3 more goals in the second half completed the tally as Luke Lee (2), Mark Shoesmith (2), Zac Dimitrovski and a jet lagged Richard Scott (3) all got on the score sheet. Prince FC and Wokingham Wanderers fought hard in the first half and seemed to cancel out each others play. Prince did manage to hit the Wanderers woodwork twice, but it was a header from Paul Martin of Wokingham whom broke the deadlock in the first half to give a 1-0 lead at the break. This seemed to spur Wanderers on and they soon netted again as a good team goal was finished by Anthony Prior, and an uncleared corner was finished by Chris Hillsdon to put the score at 3-0. Prince did hit back through George, but were outdone again as Tom Soane made sure of the win and a 4-1 scoreline to see Wokingham into the second round. Purple Turtle were too much to cope with for Keltar Old Boys today as the Bracknell team crash out of the competition 6-2. Mikkel Brown and John Gooden on target for Keltar. Royal Oak Wanderers rose to the occasion and played their hearts out against opponents Crowthorne Sunday in this all Bracknell tie. Unfortunately this wasn’t enough as the team from the higher division proved too strong for the hosts and Rich Earwicker, Kevin Lee and Dale Clark sealed the 3-0 victory for Crowthorne. Another tight game saw Winkfield Sports exit the competition at the hands of the much fancied Shinfield British Legion Res. The 1-0 scoreline was enough for Shinfield to progress as Winkfield now move on to league concentration. Sunnighill Athletic looked comfortable winners today as they brushed aside opponents Thames Conservancy 5-2 with thanks to goals from Adam Knibbs (2), Steve Mahoney, Danny Teeder and Carl Pynes.

Berks & Bucks County – Junior Trophy 1st Round 

Having been postponed by a week, Plough Rangers cruised through this match and into round 2 after beating off opponents Chalfont Park with a resounding 10-2 scoreline. Liam Davies (3), Carl Lucas (3), Adam Lordson (2), Dave Merret and Chris Clarke all contributed to Chalfonts early exit.

