BRACKNELL TOWN & DISTRICT SUNDAY FOOTBALL LEAGUE

GOALS TROPHY CUP FINAL

Our leagues Charity Shield  game is the Goals Trophy and this year it was contested by Bagshot Road, first division winners and FC Priestwood, division three winners.

League position as we know counts for nothing in a cup final, the early craft came from Bagshot and the endeavour from Priestwood. Free kicks went to both sides but were well defended until fifteen minutes had passed and Bagshots Wayne Harrison floated one deep into Priestwoods box, Paul Stocks beat the keeper in the air for a 1 – 0 lead.

Priestwoods heads didn't drop infact their effort increased and Bagshot were forced to concede a number of free kicks which came to nothing.

A chance for Gary Campbell of Bagshot to put them further ahead went wide, spured on Priestwood  went forward and on the half hour a ball over the top to Pasquale Ruocco, he brought it down rounded the keeper and it was 1 – 1.

Half chances fell to both sides but the goal of the game came from the boot of Brian Murphy as he received the ball turned and hit a sweet shot from distance to give Bagshot a 2 -1 lead at the interval.

Into the second half and Priestwood retained the tactics from the first half, Bagshot moved the ball around but were met with a blue wall of resistance spoiling their game at every turn.

First real attempt went to Priestwood 3 chances as Bagshot struggled to clear yet no goal came.

15 mins in and first sub was made by Bagshot. Neil Gandolfi came off injured and Steven Ellary came on.

10 mins later and Priestwood subbed Ben Brown for Darren Cooper.

As the half went on Priestwood were having to defend vigourously as long throws were raining into the danger area but it was Priestwoods centre backs whose heads were first to the ball to avert the danger.

It was from one such attack that Bagshot lost the ball and Priestwood went down the other end the ball was passed to Garyth Brant who stepped through the tackles to score and level the game 2 – 2 with about 10 mins to go.

Half chances went to both sides as the clock ran down towards extra time.

The early pressuer in the first period of extra time was by Priestwood and a good pass from Ruocco saw Ryan Webb score but was deemed offside by the lineo. Bagshot came into the half and it was again the craft with them but the endeavour with Priestwood.

Into the second period and legs were going as players went down with cramp, action was limited due to this. A late free kick to Bagshot could have sealed it but the shot went over.

Penalties were now going to now decide the winner, Bagshot had 1st and 5th straight in, keeper got fingertips to 2nd and 4th and he saved the 3rd. Priestwoods five all hit the net without giving the keeper a chance to win the cup.

Man of the match went to Stephen Bell captain of Priestwood. 

Both sides should take a pat on the back as the officials had an easy job due to a sporting game.

