BRACKNELL TOWN & DISTRICT SUNDAY FOOTBALL LEAGUE

REPORTS 7TH MAY 2006 

Senior Cup Final
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Prior to kick off both sides were presented to John Bradley, Division 4 rep for the Berks & Bucks. With this done the side lined up for the off, Manics got the game under way, the first fifteen minutes were quite scrappy as both sides looked to set the tempo.

Both sides had an early chance which although on target didn't trouble the keepers, players were settled  and passing improved, tackles however were warming up and free kicks followed.

The first real chance fell to Manics, Gareth Jones put in Gareth Evans whose first effort was cleared , as the ball came back in Evans found space for the shot but it went into the side netting.

The game was end to end but as the end ball was in the air for much of the time defences were dominant, Saracen's Callum Whitty did get a degree of joy against Manic's centre backs but the balls to him were too often too long making his job  harder.

The half ended 0 – 0.

Saracen kicked off the second half and it wasn't long before they were awarded a free kick. Whitty placed it to the keepers left and it was tipped round for a corner which came to nothing.

The impetus was with Saracen winning the tackle and putting passes into Whitty but the goal still eluded them.

Manics played a long ball into forward Mark Robertson who bravely jumped with the oncoming keeper, the two collided and Mark suffered a double break to his jaw, Saracen, Manics, Committee and all the supporters there wish him a speedy recovery. The game was delayed for about half an hour but both sides were keen to see the game finished and so the game was restarted, Brent Marais joined the fray. 

Manics minds were still with their fallen comrade for Saracen were having a good spell, two good attempts were well defended, Gates and Graaff marshalled the defence well.

The benefit of having a fourth official came into play as refferee Terry Coates pulled a calf muscle and Brian Murdoch replaced him.

Like the first half the ball was going end to end, free kicks awarded but a goal still was not forth coming. It was from a free kick that the deadlock was broken, Saracen floated the ball in which Manics keeper called for through a lot of players, he didn't get it and as the ball broke loose it was Whitty who reacted the quickest for an easy tap in and the lead.

With ten minutes to go Manics made a change bringing on Elliot Fairs. The only booking of the game was for a tired tackle by Gary Sarney.

As time was slipping away Manics pushed forward for the equaliser from a corner the ball was headed goallward , the crowd cheered but a Saracen head got to it out to safety.

The ref played about five minutes extra time as players had been down with cramp, he blew the final whistle for a Saracen victory.

The medals and cup were awarded and all that left was to call the man of the match, Jason Graaff of Bracknell Manics did all that was asked, good in the air and calm on the floor covering every blade of grass and got the award.

Premier division

Bracknell Manics last game of the season was against title winners and holders William Twigg, heads were still a little low after losing the final and squad players were given a game, Twigg though went about their work well and as the first half closed they were 5 – 0 up.

In the second with changes made Manics put in a better show, Twigg eased off the gas and at the end Paul Milner scored the only goal of the half  for a final score of 5 – 1 to Twigg.

Thanks go to Mark Gates who played his last game for Manics.

Second division

Royal Hunt shared the points against Woodley Hammers Res following a 2 – 2 draw. Stuart Kent scored an outstanding individual effort for Royal Hunt with Jamie Ludbrook getting the other. Danny Jones and Chris Ciallis did the same for Hammers.

Third division

Bagshot Road sealed the division title with an 8 – 0 win over Royals F.C to add to their Berks & Bucks cup. Neil Gandolphi (4), Jamie Austin (2), Danny Jones and Richard Anscombe did the damage. The players would like to thank the management for a great season.

Rides Dynamoes and Winkfield finished their season with a 1 – 1 draw and a point each, Lee Partridge netted for Rides and Steve Munday for Winkfield.

